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①  Public = Online
②  Timely & User Friendly
③  Data Follows the Money
④  Public Participation

Principles of 
Transparency















Local Government
Financial Transparency 



①  Budget
②  Check Register
③  Financial Reports

Texas Comptroller’s 
Office Financial 
Transparency Standards



①  Technical Capacity
②  Financial and Human Resources
③  Organizational Commitment
④  Incentives and Guidelines

Challenges for Local 
Governments





Legislative
Financial Transparency 



①  Provide Appropriations’ working documents to 
public  

Recommendations



Summary (“Markup”) Document



Decision Document







①  Provide Appropriations’ working documents to 
public  

②  Implement changes before 2011 legislative 
session
•  Legislative Budget Board leaders
•  Interim charges & select committees

Recommendations



①  Provide Appropriations’ working documents to 
public  

②  Implement changes before 2011 legislative 
session
•  Legislative Budget Board leaders
•  Interim charges & select committees

③  Expand transparency beyond appropriations

Recommendations



①  Public = Online
②  Timely & User Friendly
③  Data Follows the Money
④  Public Participation

Principles of 
Transparency



①  Efficiency
②  Innovation
③  Accountability
④  Participation

The Payoff



Questions? 
To view the full research report, please visit

www.utexas.edu/lbj/cpg


