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COURSE  Description
[bookmark: _Hlk177977954]This course aims to develop students' critical thinking and analytical skills regarding contemporary policy issues in business and government. Students will learn to apply microeconomic tools to the analysis of public policies. The course is divided into four units:
1. Introduction to Supply and Demand: Understand market equilibrium and the government's role in a market economy.
2. Consumer Behavior: Explore how consumers make decisions and the factors that influence their choices.
3. Producer Behavior: Study how firms operate and make production decisions.
4. Advanced Topics: Apply economic tools to analyze policy issues like equity vs. efficiency trade-offs, externalities, public goods, social insurance, and asymmetric information.
PREREQUISITES
There are no formal prerequisites for this course. However, this course requires a clear and intuitive grasp of basic mathematics topics (arithmetic, fractions/ratios/percents, graphing in a Cartesian coordinate system, basic algebra and equation solving abilities). If you are worried about your level of facility with these topics, I would encourage you to review and, if appropriate, work through the materials on NYU Wagner’s Math Review resources at the very beginning of the semester (https://wagner.nyu.edu/portal/students/services/math_review). These concepts will not be reviewed in class.


