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The course is designed to equip you with the knowledge to explore the geopolitics and national security implications of the rapid advances in computing power. US policymakers are now actively creating regimes of technology denial focused on computing power. These regimes aim to prevent adversarial use of enhanced supercomputers and machine-learning to quickly develop advanced nuclear weapons, hypersonic weapons, biological weapons, cyber-attack strategies, etc. The course will provide you with expertise to examine the scientific basis and the political logic behind these regimes. The course will begin by studying the effect of increasing computing power on the science and technology of weapons development. The course will then explore the successes and failures of previous technology denial efforts, such as the Coordinating Committee on Multilateral Export Controls (CoCom) mechanism and the Wassenaar Arrangement. Finally, the course employs the insights gained in earlier modules to evaluate the utility and limits of contemporary export controls on computing technology. The course expects students to possess a strong desire to engage in interdisciplinary study but does not require training in science or engineering. 

