Future of War
Instructor: Erik Sand
For the first interstate war in Europe since the 1940s continues to rage. Fighting in the Middle East continues to disrupt the global economy. In both conflicts, we see new technologies and rapid military innovation. The character of war is changing before our eyes. On-going developments may only be the beginning. This course will provide students with a series of cases and tools to try to understand how warfare may evolve in the coming decades. Topics include: How do we think about the future when it is impossible to have hard data about it? What are the advantages and pitfalls of forecasting and synthetic data generating processes like wargaming and modeling and simulation? What can insights can social science tell us about how technological developments can affect politics and strategy? How have others thought of the future of war historically and how did their predictions turn out? Finally, what might today’s emerging technologies mean for the future of war?
