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	Please complete the following information:
	Proposed Grading Policy:

	Course Number: PA345
	Course Title: Public Policy in Latin America
	Academic Rank: Undergrad
	Instructor Name: Isabel Laterzo-Tingley
	Previous Base Topic Course  if applicable: 
	Expected Learning Outcomes: 1)    Develop an understanding of the main areas of public service provision in the region
2)    Become familiar with core debates related to these policy areas, including security, healthcare, the environment, social policy, and education
3)    Examine core agents of policy change and opportunities for success, as well as common pitfalls and challenges in these policy areas
4)    Demonstrate and refine critical thinking regarding these complex policy areas
6)    Develop and refine communication and research skills that hone policy communication

	List of Proposed Texts/Readings: Articles, book chapters, policy reports, and mixed media regarding topics. These will include academic articles, policy reports from organizations such as the World Bank and Inter American Development Bank, and mixed media (podcasts, videos, etc.) from reputable organizations such as AmericasQuarterly. 
	Proposed Grading Policy: The final grade will be determined as follows: 
1) Attendance/participation = 10%
2) Short papers: 3 x 10% each = 30%
3) Class discussion leadership = 15%
4) Final project (abstract = 5%, final paper = 25%, presentation = 10%) = 40%
5) Comments on one presentation - 5%
	Description: This course will cover the politics of public policy, with a focus on public services and their provision, in contemporary Latin America. Public policies covered will include policing and security provision, social assistance, and healthcare, among others. The course will focus on the politics of policies themselves — such as how political dynamics, institutions, and political actors – affect policy making and will examine the influence and nature of the public’s reactions and demands. Students will gain an empirical understanding of Latin America’s politics and public policies and can expect to learn about multiple countries in the region — such as Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina — and the similarities and differences between their policy environments. The course will allow students to develop an analytical and practical knowledge of the political aspects involved in policy and public service design, adoption, and implementation. 


