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Social policy encompasses the set of programs and interventions, both direct and indirect, designed to reduce poverty, redistribute resources, and expand opportunity.  This course introduces students to social policy in the United States, focusing on how public programs shape the well-being and economic security of individuals and various communities. Students will examine the historical evolution of the American social safety net and the political, economic, and cultural factors that have shaped it. 
The course introduces key theoretical frameworks used to explain the design and impact of social welfare policies, covering topics such as income support, housing, healthcare, food assistance, and employment programs, with a particular focus on their impact on low-income populations. By the end of the course, students will develop the ability to analyze various U.S. social policies, understand their historical development, and assess their effectiveness in addressing inequality and promoting social well-being.
