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PA 315, Economic Analysis for Public Affairs 
Fall 2026
Course Description
This course will use the tools of microeconomics to analyze the public policymaking role of governments. The course will apply foundational models and tools to a broad range of policy applications. The course will examine rationales for public policy intervention including addressing market failures, distributional goals, among other objectives. We will explore specific policy interventions and topics relevant to contemporary public policy debates such as health, social welfare, energy and the environment, income inequality, and immigration.
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