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In this course, students will explore key concepts and debates in the field of public affairs. Three foundational questions guide this course:
1. Why government and public policy?
2. How do public institutions adopt and implement public policy?
3. How should policy be analyzed?

Throughout the term, students will review foundational historical texts, influential theoretical writings, and important case studies. By doing so, students will discover a range of domestic and international policy issues. Public affairs is an interdisciplinary field; as such, the course integrates theories, perspectives, and lessons from the various disciplines to address the following questions: 

· What are historic rationales for government and public policies?
· What are the organizations, institutions, and policy actors (formal and informal) that motivate and shape public policy?
· What gets in the way of good public policy?
· How well are the policies working? 
· How do policies affect groups of people differently? 

This course meets three lecture hours a week for one semester and is offered on a letter-grade basis only. Foundations of Public Affairs is a required course in the Bachelor of Public Affairs program.

