63459 - 397C - Advanced Empirical Methods for Policy Analysis

PROGRAM EVALUATION

This course focuses on how quantitative evidence is used to answer one of the most fundamental questions in public policy: What is the effect of this policy? Students examine modern empirical methods that allow researchers to draw causal inferences from real-world data. Examples include regression analysis, difference-in-differences, and regression discontinuity.
Emphasis is placed on developing intuition for these techniques, understanding their assumptions, and recognizing their practical limitations. The course combines conceptual discussion with engagement in the applied research literature, featuring studies that estimate the effects of policies such as minimum wage increases and criminal justice policy. Through critical evaluation of academic work and applied exercises, the course builds the analytical foundation needed to interpret, assess, and produce evidence-based policy analysis. A collaborative project helps student evaluate a policy of their choosing and interpret their findings.

