PA 320: Communication for Public Affairs provides detailed instruction on various types of communication used in public affairs settings through careful analysis of effective and ineffective examples of policy writing and speaking, guest lectures from professionals, and regular oral and written assignments, including peer reviews, rewrites, and revisions. The class is organized into three main units: (1) Introduction to Communication for Public Affairs, which examines public affairs communication in the context of the modern communication environment and develops core writing and editing skills; (2) Communicating Within Organizations: Memos and Briefings, which emphasizes exploring and drafting various policy-relevant communication products that public affairs professionals use, including policy memos, talking points, data visualizations, issue briefs, and presentations; and (3) Communicating Across Organizations: Policy Advocacy, which focuses on advocacy for policy ideas across various types of organizations. Students will draft op-eds, work in small groups to create issue briefs, and practice writing and delivering legislative testimony. Together, these units prepare students to communicate more effectively in various public affairs settings and help students develop a strong foundation of communication practices. Prerequisite: Grade of at least C- in PA 301. 

