PA325: Introduction To Education Policy

Introduction to the Topic
Policies governing schools and universities shape how resources are allocated, what students learn, and who has access to educational opportunities. Decisions about education policy influence not only individual outcomes such as earnings, employment, and civic participation, but also broader societal outcomes including economic growth and social mobility. This course introduces the major policies and institutions that shape education in the United States and examines how researchers evaluate their effects. Students will learn to assess evidence, understand competing policy perspectives, and analyze the tradeoffs involved in education policy decisions.

Course Content Overview
This course introduces foundational policy topics related to both K-12 and postsecondary education. We will cover the history of U.S. education policy, the role of government and funding, the politics of education, equity and access issues, and contemporary policy debates such as school choice, accountability movements, standardized testing, and free college programs. Students will engage with a variety of sources including policy briefs, expert witness testimonies, academic research, and contemporary media. By the end of the semester, students will be able to situate education policies within their broader historical and political contexts, critically assess the quality of evidence used to support them, articulate the policy tradeoffs, and engage in informed discussions about their potential implications for student outcomes. 




