Fall 2026 - 66150 - 095 - Public Affairs Colloquium: Environmental & Energy Economics & Policy Seminar
Introduction to the Topic
This graduate seminar introduces students to cutting-edge research at the intersection of environmental economics, energy systems, and public policy. The course exposes students to current academic work addressing major environmental and energy challenges such as climate change, pollution regulation, energy markets, and sustainable development. Through presentations by leading scholars, students engage with frontier research questions about how economic incentives, institutions, and public policy shape environmental outcomes and energy transitions.
Course Content Overview
The seminar is jointly organized by the Department of Business, Government and Society at the McCombs School of Business, Department of Economics and the LBJ School of Public Affairs and features invited presentations by researchers working on contemporary issues in environmental and energy economics and policy. Topics vary by speaker but typically include climate policy design, environmental regulation, energy market dynamics, technological innovation, and the distributional impacts of environmental policies. The format emphasizes active engagement with ongoing research: students attend seminar presentations, learn how economists and policy scholars frame research questions, and observe how empirical and theoretical methods are used to analyze complex environmental problems. The seminar also provides exposure to a range of methodological approaches commonly used in environmental and energy economics.
Through participation in the seminar, students will gain familiarity with emerging research agendas in environmental and energy policy, develop the ability to critically evaluate academic research, and better understand how economic analysis informs policy debates in these fields.
Prerequisites
None.

