The Economic Development Finance Toolkit: Capital, Credit, Incentives & Investment
Economic development does not happen through policy alone. Communities need capital, financing structures, investment, and partnerships to turn economic development strategies into real projects and lasting opportunities. This course explores the financial tools practitioners use to make that transition from strategy to implementation.
Students will develop an applied understanding of public and private financing tools used in economic development, including capital/banking access, debt and equity, working capital, financial statement analysis, fixed-asset and real estate finance, loan guarantees, investment capital, and community development finance. The course also examines government and place-based tools such as bonds, tax increment financing, tax credits, revolving loan funds, and other municipal and economic development programs.
Through case studies, applied exercises, and discussions with practitioners, students will see how these tools are used to finance businesses, real estate, housing, infrastructure, and community development. Deep dives into public-private partnerships, municipal economic development programs, and more will connect classroom concepts to real-world practice. The goal is not simply to understand individual financing tools, but to learn how to evaluate and combine them to help move economic development initiatives from concept to implementation.

