WILLIAM H. CUNNINGHAM
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Corporate directors represent the owners of the firm.  They are ultimately responsible for the strategic direction and mission of the firm.  Their specific responsibilities include, but are not limited to, the selection of the CEO, hiring of outside auditors, establishing the relationship between the internal auditor and the board, approval of SEC filing documents, determination of performance targets, approval of executive compensation plans, and the creation of an appropriate corporate culture.
The first objective of the class is to help prepare future directors of for-profits and not-for-profits to fulfill their fiduciary duties to the organizations they serve.  The second objective of the course is to understand the nature and scope of corporate boards from the perspective of society.  

The class will be of interest to students who want to learn how corporations are governed.  It will also be of interest to law students who are interested in general counsel positions, as well as students in the LBJ School.  The governance structure of most non-profit organizations is very similar to that of for-profit corporations.  
The course will have two distinct formats.  Professor Cunningham will lecture to the class to help ensure that all students have a fundamental knowledge of major issues facing Board of Directors.  The second format will be to have a number of guest speakers address the class on a wide variety of corporate governance issues. 

A partial list of guest speakers include Admiral William McRaven, Jeremy Williford, Vice President of Strategic Sales at NVIDIA, Darrell McKown, Partner at Ernst and Young, Charles Matthews-former General Counsel of Exxon, Geoffrey Raynor-CEO of Q Investments, Sherron Watkins-Time Magazine Person of the Year, Richard Fisher-former President and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, Doug Brooks, former Chairman of Brinker International, Tammy Romo-Senior Vice President of Finance and CFO at Southwest Airlines, David Booth-Chairman of Dimensional Fund Advisors, Jim Moroney-former Publisher and CEO of Dallas Morning News, Walter Robb-former Co-CEO of Whole Foods, Alan Blake-CEO of Nuclein, and Mary Ellen Weber-astronaut.  

Professor Cunningham is former President of UT Austin and former Chancellor of the UT System.  He has served on a number of corporate boards.  He is Lead Director of Lincoln Financial and serves on the Board of ProScore.  He is also Chairman of the Board of Nuclein. 
