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The course learning objectives are:
1) to acquire knowledge of contemporary Africa (including some historical background and culture),
2) to understand key policy concepts and dynamics primarily from African perspectives, and
3) to enhance professional briefing and drafting skills.
The instructor shares insights from 42 years of involvement in Africa.  Two writing assignments (15 points each) use the format of office memoranda (not scholarly research papers). A briefing assignment (15 points each) and a Talking Points memo (5 points) also employ standard office formats. Two exams (15 points each) cover knowledge, concepts, and dynamics from the course (midterm, classes 1-6 and final, classes 8-13). Students contribute ten blog posts (2 points each) that consider potential exam prompts and responses with linkage to the learning objectives plus a personal reflection on that week’s course content. The course employs lectures and class discussion, guest speakers, and various media. Readings and other media are primarily from African sources.
The course is structured around the five regions of Africa as defined by the African Union (northern, western, central, eastern, and southern). Each multidimensional regional survey class is followed by a contemporary policy issues class for that region (classes 1-6, 8-13). Class 7 includes the midterm exam covering the first half of the course. Class 12 considers Africa’s regional organizations and regional policy issues. Class 13 considers the African Union and top continental policy issues. Class 14 includes the final exam covering the second half of the course. 

