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PROFESSIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
· Extensive experience supporting policymakers at the executive and congressional-level; senior decision-makers in diplomacy, intelligence, and defense; and operational and tactical-level deployed units and special operations forces. 
· Recognized expert on Chechnya and the North Caucasus with over twenty years of independent fieldwork and research in the region. Specialization in the post-Soviet Russo-Chechen Wars and North Caucasus insurgency. 
· Substantive expertise in violent non-state actors, to include proxy forces, private military contractors, transnational criminal organizations, mafias, gangs, self-defense militias, and foreign fighters; irregular warfare, insurgency, and counterinsurgency; failed-states, under-governed spaces, and state-building; and advanced methods (quantitative and qualitative) and strategic forecasting. Functional expertise in regional security dynamics and politics in Russia, East Europe, and Eurasia; the Middle East; and Africa.
· Taught multiple graduate-level seminars on advanced methods, organized political violence, insurgency, and armed conflict. Served as an Instructor at the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School. 
· Director for international humanitarian organization created to improve human rights and security in Chechnya. Briefed the U.S. Congress and European Parliaments to seek financial assistance for refugee support. Served as a front-line Non-Governmental Organization international aid worker in occupied-Chechnya during Second Russo-Chechen War.
· Fulbright Fellowship Scholar to The Republic of Georgia and Azerbaijan. Over five years living with Chechen insurgents and refugees, conducting doctoral and post-doctoral research exploring the conditions under which displaced Chechens support militant violence, foreign fighters, and select political objectives.  
· Former U.S. Marine Corps Rifleman with deployments to support humanitarian operations in Somalia and Rwanda.  

EDUCATION 

· Ph.D. – University of Texas at Austin: Government
· M.A. – Miami University (Ohio): Political Science 
· B.A. – University of Texas at Austin: Government 
· Certificate – International Security and Intelligence Studies Programme, Pembroke College, University of Cambridge, Oxford, UK
EMPLOYMENT
· Senior Analyst, Army Futures Command, Austin, TX

October 2021 to Present
· Chief, Strategic Futures, Army Futures Command, Austin, TX

June 2020 to October 2021
· Chief, Intelligence Operations, Army Futures Command, Austin, TX

February 2019 to June 2020

· Senior Intelligence Analyst, National Ground Intelligence Center, Charlottesville, VA
July 2017 to February 2019 
· Exceptional Analyst Research Fellow, Office of the Director of National Intelligence, Washington, DC

October 2014 to October 2015

· Irregular Warfare Analyst, National Ground Intelligence Center, Charlottesville, VA

January 2012 to July 2017
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
· Course: Key Dimensions of Armed Conflict (KDAC) Graduate-Level Seminar
July 2012 to February 2019
· Student Cohort: John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School (SWCS), Fort Bragg, NC
· Course: Ethnography in Dangerous Places: Lessons Learned from Living with Chechen Rebels 
July 2012 to February 2019
· Student Cohort: John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School, Fort Bragg, NC
· Course: Issues in Foreign Policy – United States-Russian Relations During the Cold War and Beyond (GOV 312L)
Summer 2011 and Fall 2011

· Student Cohort: Undergraduate Students at The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION EXPERIENCE
· Director, Chechnya Advocacy Network, Washington, DC
2004 to 2011
Directed international humanitarian organization created to improve human rights and security in Chechnya, provide legal and asylum procedure assistance for Chechen refugees, and raise awareness and funds to improve infrastructure, physical and psychological rehabilitation, and education in the Republic of Chechnya. Briefed the U.S. Congress, European Parliaments, and private foundations to raise money for refugee assistance and informational projects. 

· Team Leader, International Rescue Committee – Grants, Monitoring, and Evaluation Team. Infrastructure rebuilding sites: Urus-Martan, Samashki, and Grozny, Republic of Chechnya
May to August 2006
During the Second Russo-Chechen War, led team comprised of Chechen refugees, Ingush volunteers, and international staff to develop and implement quantitative and qualitative methods to document, measure, and evaluate progress on three core initiatives: 1) rebuilding water and sanitation infrastructure in Russian controlled territory; 2) preparing school curriculums and rebuilding school infrastructure in Russian-controlled Grozny, Republic of Chechnya; and 3) improving displaced Chechen living conditions in 12 temporary camps in Ingushetia.
· Teacher, Chechen Society Protection League, Tbilisi, Georgia and Baku, Azerbaijan

2006 to 2009

Created and developed English as a Second Language course for 42 Chechen refugees of various ages and levels of education. Designed curriculum, taught daily lessons, and organized fundraisers to generate revenue for school supplies, grammar books, and dictionaries. Helped refugees write and translate legal documents, draft asylum appeals, petition the European Court of Human Rights, and qualify for educational opportunities and scholarships. 
PUBLICATIONS

· Book Manuscript: War Unending: Chechen Refugees and the Politics of Violence (To be submitted Spring 2023 to university press) 

· Shannon, Vaughn & Michael Dennis (2007) “Militant Islam and the Futile Fight for Reputation,” Security Studies, 16:2, 287-317
MILITARY SERVICE
· U.S. Marine Corps – Rifleman, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, Special Operations Capable (MEUSOC) 
1991 to 1994
Expeditionary Operations: Operation Continue Hope and Operation Quick Draw, Somalia; Operation Distant Runner, Rwanda          

· Team Competitor, U.S. Marine Corps Wrestling Team
1994 to 1995

LANGUAGE SKILLS
· Chechen: Read and Speak

· Russian: Read and Speak 

SPECIAL TRAINING
· Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research, Competitive Selection, Syracuse University, 2010
· Institute for Statistical Methods, The University of Texas at Austin, 2010 
· Supervised Teaching in Government: Assistant Professor Training, The University of Texas at Austin, 2009

· Intensive Chechen Language Program, Chechen Society Protection League, Baku, Azerbaijan, 2007 to 2008; Tbilisi, Georgia, 2006 to 2007

· Intensive Chechen Language Program, American Council of Teachers of Russian, Tbilisi State University, Tbilisi, The Republic of Georgia, 2005

· Intensive Russian Language Program, Novgorod University, Novgorod, Russia, 2004

· Summer Scholars Research Program, Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia, 2004

· Summer Institute in Political Psychology, The Ohio State University, 2003
HONORS and AWARDS

Academic

· Fulbright Fellow (Multi-Country: Georgia and Azerbaijan)

· Fulbright-Hays Fellowship (Chechen Language Study)
· Social Science Research Council, International Dissertation Research Fellowship 
· International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Program Grant, (Dissertation Fieldwork)

· National Security Exchange Program (NSEP), David Boren Fellowship (Declined award).

· The William S. Livingston Outstanding Graduate Student Award Fellowship, The University of Texas at Austin
· MacDonald-Long Dissertation Fellowship, The University of Texas at Austin
· Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship, Chechen language study
· Outstanding Graduate Student Merit Scholarship, Havighurst Center for Post-Soviet and Russian Studies, Miami University (Ohio)
· Outstanding Graduate Student Achievement Award, Miami University (Ohio)
Professional

· Analyst of the Year, Russell B. Hardin Award for Individual Analytical Excellence, National Ground Intelligence Center, 2013
· U.S. Army Civilian Service Commendation Medal, 2019   

· U.S. Army Commander’s Award for Civilian Service, 2015
· U.S. Army Achievement Medal for Civilian Service, 2013
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