Professor Josh Busby

Office:  SRH 3.353




E-mail: busbyj@mail.utexas.edu 

Office Hours: Monday 11-1pm, by appt

Office Phone: 512-471-8946

P A 387G: Nature of the International System

Class Meeting Time: M 2:00 - 5:00 pm

Classroom: SRH 3.316/350
COURSE DESCRIPTION

What are the principles and structures of order and governance in the international system? What is the role of power? Is hegemony necessary for world order? What happens when new powers emerge? Do nuclear weapons lead to more stability in the international system? Are international organizations important? Who do states cooperate internationally? Are non-state actors important?
This course will seek to answer these and other questions, starting with first principles of the nature of the international system through a survey of core substantive arenas in international policy including security, economics, the environment, and global health. 
OBJECTIVE
The aim of the course is to provide you with conceptual tools to understand the nature of the international system and emergent issues in global politics. 
READINGS

The following is a required text for this course and available for purchase on-line. 

Karns, Margaret and Mingst, Karen. International Organizations: The Politics and Processes of Global Governance. 2nd edition. Rienner, 2009. http://www.amazon.com/International-Organizations-Politics-Processes-Governance/dp/1588266982/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1344282243&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=karns+and+mingst 

Other readings are available under electronic reserve on Canvas unless otherwise noted.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
· Class Participation (10%)

· Writing Assignments (15%)
· Grounding Exercise (10%)
· Mid-Term (35%)

· Final Paper (30%)

Classroom Participation (10%) Classroom participation will be weighted as 10% of the final course grade. Students are expected to be active participants in each classroom session, having completed all assigned Readings before each class period. Attendance will be included in assessing classroom participation.

Writing Assignments (15%): You need to write three 2-page response papers to the readings, two from before the mid-term. Your responses should be double-spaced. You should address all of the authors you read for that week. What is their argument? Do you agree with their assessment? Why or why not? This assignment will force you to be pithy. The best papers will provide a synthesis of some of the key points made in the readings, your own critical evaluation of and reactions to the readings, and comments on the conceptual implications of the readings. Do NOT sequentially summarize each of the readings. Response papers are due the beginning of the class for the topic on that given day.
Grounding Exercise (10%): Take one of the topics you are not writing about for reading summaries and volunteer to do a grounding exercise. Each week, I will select some news article(s) that I think are relevant to the topic of the week, and we will spend the first thirty minutes of the class relating the news story to the week’s readings. You will lead that discussion. In addition, I’d like a one page double-spaced paper relating the news story to the readings for the week. You should hand that paper to me after you present.
Mid-Term (35%): This exam will require you to apply the theoretical lenses we have read about to some concrete contemporary circumstances. It will not be enough to memorize the arguments of the authors. 

Final Paper (30%): Each of you will take a current event in the world and apply some subset of readings of the class and explain how the concepts of the class help us understand the issue better. You will also discuss the policy implications of those insights. More detailed instructions about the essay will be handed out, but it will count for 30% of your grade and be roughly 12-15 pages in length (12-pt font, double-spaced) excluding the bibliography.
* Late assignments will be penalized by 1/3 of a letter grade for every day late. Thus, an A- would become a B+, a B+ a B, etc. 
A grade 95-

A- grade 90-94

B grade 85-87

B+ grade 88-89

B- grade 80-84

C+ grade 78-79

C grade 75-77
( Keep in mind LBJ School policies on academic integrity. Duly cite and quote your sources in any written material. 

http://www.utexas.edu/lbj/sites/default/files/file/academics/professional_conduct.pdf 
DIGEST OF COURSE SCHEDULE

	
	September 1
	NO CLASS LABOR DAY

	1 Principles of International Order
	September 8
	CLASS MEETING 1: Course Overview, Sovereignty

	2
	September 15
	CLASS MEETING 2: Anarchy, Power

	3
	September 22
	CLASS MEETING 3: Hegemony

	4
	September 29 
	CLASS MEETING 4: Power Transitions

	5
	October 6
	CLASS MEETING 5: Nuclear Weapons PAPER TOPIC

	6
	October 13
	CLASS MEETING 6: International Organizations, Limits

	7
	October 20
	CLASS MEETING 7: Non-State Actors

	8 
	October 27
	CLASS MEETING 8: MID-TERM

	9 
	November 3
	CLASS MEETING 9: SECURITY

	10
	November 10
	CLASS MEETING 10: ECONOMIC ISSUES

	11 
	November 17
	CLASS MEETING 11: THE ENVIRONMENT

	12
	November 24
	CLASS MEETING 12: GLOBAL HEALTH


	13
	December 1
	CLASS MEETING 13: FUTURE OF GLOBAL GOVERNANCE 

DRAFT

	
	December 8
Midnight
	FINAL PAPERS DUE


	1 Principles of International Order
	September 8
	CLASS MEETING 1: Course Introduction – Sovereignty
- Fukuyama, Francis. Origins of Political Order, Chapter 5, 80-97.

- Philpott, Daniel. 1999. “Westphalia, Authority, and International Society.” Political Studies. XLVII. 566-589. 

- Karns and Mingst, “The Role of States in Global Governance,” 255-288.
- Cooper, Robert. 2003. The Breaking of Nations. New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 16-54. 


	2
	September 15
	CLASS MEETING 2: Anarchy, Power
- Waltz, Kenneth “The Anarchic Structure of World Politics,” in Art/Jervis reader. 49-68

- - Morgenthau, Hans. “Balance of Power” in Mingst and Snyder reader, 143-149. 

- Walt, Steve. “Alliances: Balancing and Bandwagoning” in the Art/Jervis reader, 110-117. 



	3
	September 22
	CLASS MEETING 3: Hegemonic Power and Global Governance
- Ikenberry, G. John. 2001. “The Settlement of 1945.” In After Victory: Institutions, Strategic Restraint, and the Rebuilding of Order after Major Wars. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 185 – 214. 
- Ruggie, John G. 1982. “International Regimes, Transactions, and Change: Embedded Liberalism in the Postwar Economic Order.” /nternational Organization. 36(2). 393-398. 

- Stein, Arthur A. 1984. “The Hegemon's Dilemma: Great Britain, the United States, and the International Economic Order.” International Organization 38 (2). 355-360 and 376-386. 

- Snidal, Duncan. 1985. “The Limits of Hegemonic Stability Theory.” International Organization 39(4). 579 – 582 and 588 – 590. 

- Mandelbaum, Michael. 2006. “David’s Friend Goliath.” Foreign Policy. January/February.  50-56.


	4
	September 29 
	CLASS MEETING 4: Power Transitions

- Kammen, Ronald. 2000. Power Transitions: Strategies for the 21st Century. 3-43.  AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH UT LIBRARY 

- Kugler, Jacek. 2006. 'The Asian Ascent: Opportunity for Peace or Precondition for War?', International Studies Perspectives, 7 (1): 36–42.
- Zakaria, Fareed. 2008. The Post American World, 1-6, 49-86.
- Barma, Nazneen, Ely Ratner, and Steven Weber. 2013. “The Mythical Liberal Order.”The National Interest. 1-7.
- Jones, Bruce, 2011. “Largest Minority Shareholder in Global Order LLC: The Changing Balance of Influence and U.S. Strategy,” Brookings. 16 pages.


	5
	October 6
	CLASS MEETING 5: Nuclear Weapons
- Mueller, John. “The Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons,” in Art and Jervis, 205-219.
- Jervis, Robert. “The Utility of Nuclear Deterrence,” in Art and Jervis, 220-229.
- Sagan, Scott D. 1996-19997. “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons?: Three Models in Search of a Bomb.” International Security, Vol. 21, No. 3, 54-86.
- Waltz, Kenneth N. “Peace, Stability, and Nuclear Weapons,” in Art/Jervis reader, 461-476.

OPTIONAL: SKIM CFR NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION MONITOR
http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-governance-monitor/p18985?co=C028801#!/nuclear-proliferation 


	6
	October 13
	CLASS MEETING 6: International Organizations and Collective Action
- Abbott, Kenneth W., and Duncan Snidal. “Why States Act through Formal International Organizations.” in Diehl, 27-64.
- Mearsheimer, John J. 1994/95. “The False Promise of International Institutions.” In Diehl (3rd edition), 60-91.
- Grieco, Joseph M. 1988. “Anarchy and the Limits of Cooperation: A Realist Critique of the Newest Liberal Institutionalism.” International Organziation 42(3), 492-503. 

- Karns and Mingst. The United Nations: Centerpiece of Global Governance, 95-144.



	7
	October 20
	CLASS MEETING 7: Non-State Actors

- Karns and Mingst. “Nonstate Actors: NGOs, Networks, and Social Movements,” 219-254.

- Keck, Margaret and Kathryn Sikkink. 1998. Activists Beyond Borders. 8-29. 
- Slaughter, Anne-Marie, 2012. “Do It Yourself Diplomacy, “ The Rotarian, February 2012. 3 pages
- Drezner, Daniel, 2010. “Weighing the Scales: The Internet’s Effect on State-Society Relations,” Brown Journal of World Affairs, 31-44.
- Homer-Dixon, Thomas. 2002. “The Rise of Complex Terrorism.” Foreign Policy. 1-16.

	8 
	October 27
	CLASS MEETING 8: MID-TERM



	9 SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

	November 3
	CLASS MEETING 9: The Governance of Security
- Karns and Mingst, “The Search for Peace and Security,” 289-383

- Western, Jon and Joshua S. Goldstein, 2011/ “Humanitarian Intervention Comes of Age.” Foreign Affairs, 8 pages.
- Valentino, Benjamin, 2011. “True Costs of Humanitarian Intervention,” Foreign Affairs, November/December 2011. 9 pages.
OPTIONAL: SKIM ARMED CONFLICT MONITOR

http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-governance-monitor/p18985?co=C028801#!/armed-conflict 


	10
	November 10
	CLASS MEETING 10: Governance in the Economic Sphere 
- Karns and Mingst, “Promoting Human Development and Economic Well-Being,” 387-446
- Drezner, Daniel. 2014. The System Worked. 1-23.
- Meltzer, Joshua, 2011. “The Challenges to the World Trade Organization: It’s All about Legitimacy,” Brookings, April 2011. 16 pages.
OPTIONAL: CFR GLOBAL FINANCE MONITOR
http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-governance-monitor/p18985?co=C028801#!/finance 


	11
	November 17
	CLASS MEETING 11: The Environment
- Mitchell, Ronald. 2010. International Politics and the Environment (Los Angeles: Sage). Chapter 2, 21-47.

- Mitchell, Ronald. 2010. International Politics and the Environment (Los Angeles: Sage). Chapter 3, 48-79.

- Busby, Joshua. 2010. “International Organization and Environmental Governance” in R. A. Denemark, eds., The International Studies Encyclopedia (New York: Wiley-Blackwell), 1-18.

- Downie, David Leonard. 2010.“ Global Environmental Policy: Governance through Regimes.”  The Global Environment: Institutions, Law, and Policy, 3rd Edition. Axelrod et al, 70-91. 
OPTIONAL: SKIM CFR OCEANS AND CLIMATE MONITORS

http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-governance-monitor/p18985?co=C028801#!/oceans
http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-governance-monitor/p18985?co=C028801#!/climate-change 


	12


	November 24
	CLASS MEETING 12: Global Health
- Youde, Jeremy. 2012. Global Health Governance, Routledge, 11-27.

- Lee, Kelley. 2010. "International Organization and Health/Disease." in Robert A. Denemark, ed The International Studies Encyclopedia. (New York: Wiley-Blackwell). 1-12.

- Fidler, David. 2010. The Challenges of Global Health Governance. Council on Foreign Relations. 1-26.
- Shiffman, J. (2009) “A social explanation for the rise and fall of global health issues." Bulletin of the World Health Organization 87, 608-613. 

OPTIONAL:  SKIM CFR GLOBAL HEALTH MONITOR

http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-governance-monitor/p18985?co=C028801#!/public-health 


	13
	December 1
	CLASS MEETING 13: The Future of Global Governance

- Karns and Mingst, “Innovations in Global Governance for the Twenty-First Century,” 537-554.
- Kupchan, Charles. 2012. No One’s World, 2012, 1-12, 182-205

- Stewart, Patrick. 2013. “The Unruled World.” Foreign Affairs. 58-73.
Rough Draft of the Final Paper Due


	
	December 8

Midnight
	FINAL PAPERS DUE
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