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United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee
2120 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

United States Senate Armed Services Committee
Room SR-220C 
Washington, DC 20510

To the Honorable Ike Skelton, Chairman, and the Honorable Howard P. McKeon, 
Ranking Member, and the Honorable Carl Levin, Chairman, and the Honorable 
John McCain, Ranking Member:

We are writing in strong support of the recommendations of the President, the 
Secretary of Defense, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and many other 
current and former military leaders, calling for repeal of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy of the United States military forces.

As deans of schools of public policy and public management, we believe strongly 
that public service is among the highest callings. We often ask that our students 
make sacrifices in pay or career security in order to serve the public good. A subset 
of our students sacrifice even more: they put their lives on the line for their country 
and community. We are proud of the many current and former members of the 
armed forces that attend our schools. Their perspectives and experiences enrich our 
classrooms immensely, and they are stellar examples of exceptional public leaders. 
We celebrate their service, and learn from their leadership and courage.

Thus, it is extremely disturbing to hear directly from some, and to observe in others, 
that those who are gay or lesbian are forced by the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy 
to make the wrenching choice between being true to themselves and serving their 
country. When we turn away a person of great character and talent who stands 
ready to risk his or her life to serve and defend our country in this time of great 
need and peril, our nation is weaker. If we allow some of our bravest citizens to 
fight only if they are willing to compromise the very candor and character that the 
military seeks to instill, we put those values at risk. It deprives our country of some 
of the brightest leaders, and deprives individuals of the opportunity to contribute 
to, and to benefit from, military service.

We realize that the repeal is controversial in some quarters. So too were policies that 
overcame barriers created by race or religion or gender. Such changes are never easy, 
and opponents always offer some compelling concerns. But in every case, the nation 
came to realize that young people who are willing to die in defense of liberty deserve 
our admiration and support and the respect of being treated equally. 

Sincerely,

J. Brian Atwood
Dean, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota

Henry E. Brady
Class of 1941 Monroe Deutsch Professor of Political Science and Public Policy
Dean, Goldman School of Public Policy, 
University of California-Berkeley

Susan M. Collins
Professor of Economics, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
Joan and Sanford Weill Dean of Public Policy,  
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, 
University of Michigan



David T. Ellwood
Scott M. Black Professor of Political Economy
Dean, Harvard Kennedy School

Carolyn J. Heinrich
Professor of Public Affairs
Director, La Follette School of Public Affairs, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Robert Hutchings
Dean, Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, University of Texas-Austin

Bruce Kuniholm
Professor and Chair of Public Policy
Dean, Sanford School of Public Policy, 
Duke University

Christina H. Paxson
Hughes-Rogers Professor of Economics and Public Affairs
Dean, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, 
Princeton University

Mitchel B. Wallerstein
Professor of Political Science and Public Administration
Dean, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, 
Syracuse University
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United States Senate Armed Services Committee

Honorable Robert C. Byrd
Honorable James M. Inhofe
Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman
Honorable Jeff Sessions
Honorable Jack Reed
Honorable Saxby Chambliss
Honorable Daniel K. Akaka
Honorable Lindsey Graham
Honorable Bill Nelson
Honorable John Thune
Honorable Ben Nelson
Honorable Roger F. Wicker
Honorable Evan Bayh
Honorable George S. LeMieux
Honorable Jim Webb
Honorable Scott Brown
Honorable Richard Burr
Honorable Claire McCaskill
Honorable David Vitter
Honorable Mark Udall
Honorable Susan M. Collins
Honorable Kay R. Hagan
Honorable Mark Begich
Honorable Roland W. Burris
Honorable Jeff Bingaman
Honorable Edward E. Kauffman

United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee

Honorable John Spratt
Honorable Roscoe G. Bartlett
Honorable Solomon P. Ortiz



Honorable Mac Thornberry
Honorable Gene Taylor
Honorable Walter B. Jones
Honorable W. Todd Akin
Honorable Silvestre Reyes
Honorable J. Randy Forbes
Honorable Vic Snyder
Honorable Jeff Miller
Honorable Adam Smith
Honorable Joe Wilson
Honorable Loretta Sanchez
Honorable Frank A. LoBiondo
Honorable Mike McIntyre
Honorable Rob Bishop
Honorable Robert A. Brady
Honorable Michael Turner
Honorable Robert Andrews
Honorable John Kline
Honorable Susan A. Davis
Honorable Mike Rogers
Honorable James R. Langevin
Honorable Trent Franks
Honorable Rick Larsen
Honorable Bill Shuster
Honorable Jim Cooper
Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Honorable Jim Marshall
Honorable K. Michael Conaway
Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo
Honorable Doug Lamborn
Honorable Brad Ellsworth
Honorable Rob Wittman
Honorable Patrick J. Murphy
Honorable Mary Fallin
Honorable Hank Johnson
Honorable Duncan Hunter
Honorable Carol Shea-Porter
Honorable John C. Fleming
Honorable Joe Courtney
Honorable Mike Coffman
Honorable David Loebsack
Honorable Thomas J. Rooney
Honorable Joe Sestak
Honorable Todd Russell Platts
Honorable Gabrielle Giffords
Honorable Niki Tsongas
Honorable Glenn Nye
Honorable Chellie Pingree
Honorable Larry Kissell
Honorable Martin Heinrich
Honorable Frank M. Kratovil, Jr.
Honorable Bobby Bright
Honorable Scott Murphy
Honorable Bill Owens
Honorable Dan Boren
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